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FM AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4887 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
USMISSION USUN 

CONFIDENTIAL BUCHAREST 1053 

DEPT PASS USINT CAIRO 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFORXFROISEG 

SUB J : CEAUSESCU AND MIDEAST 

REF: BUCHAREST 0914 ( NOTAL); PARIS 07029 

1. AS REPORTED REFERENCED BUCHAREST MESSAGE, RELIABLE 
ROMANIAN MFA AND IOURNALIST SOURCES DURING FIRST WEEK MARCH 
INDICATED THAT CEAUSESCU WAS PLANNING VISIT " OUTSIDE 
EUROPE,” TO " MIDEAST," OR TO " CENTRAL- AFRICA" BEGINNING 
MARCH 14. THEY POINTED OUT THAT NEWS STORIES WRITTEN FOR 
MARCH 4 PUBLICATION CONDEMNING KHARTOUM MURDERS WERE 
STOPPED, APPARENTLY TO AVOID ANTAGONIZING ARAB FEELINGS. 
WHEREAS IT POSSIBLE THAT THESE REPORTS WERE CONFUSED 
WITH PROJECTED NUMAYRI VISIT TO BUCHAREST ( WHICH WE HEARD 
HAD INITIALLY BEEN SET FOR MID- MARCH), PARIS REPORT 
( REFTEL) ON POSSIBLE NEW ROMANIAN DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVE 
ON MIDDLE EAST TENDS TO SUPPORT BUCHAREST RUMORS THAT 
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CEAUSESCU HAD BEEN PLANNING VISIT TO CAIRO. REPORT OF 
PRESIDIUM MEMBER RADULESCU’ S CONVERSATIONS IN CAIRO SUGGEST 
THAT CEAUSESCU MAY HAVE INTENDED TRAVEL TO EGYPT IF 
RADULESCU’ S SOUNDINGS APPEARED POSITIVE. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND THAT ARAB INFORMATION AGENCY IN BEIRUT 
HAS CIRCULATED REPORT THAT CEAUSESCU HAD EMBARKED ON NEW 
MIDEAST MEDIATION EFFORT. ATTEMPT WAS ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN 
MADE IN CAIRO BY RADULESCU AND WITH ISRAEL DURING MARCH 13 
MEETING AT WHICH NEW ISRAELI AMBASSADOR COHEN PRESENTED 
CREDENTIALS TO CEAUSESCU. HOWEVER, ISRAELI DCM HERE DENIED 
CATEGORICALLY THAT ROMANIANS HAVE MADE ANY PROPOSAL ON 
MIDEAST. HE STRESSED THAT WHEN AMBASSADOR COHEN ASKED 
CEAUSESCU WHETHER HE HAD ANY IDEAS FOR SOLUTION OF MIDEAST 
PROBLEM, CEAUSESCU MERELY RAISED HIS HANDS IN A RESIGNED 
SHRUG. COMMENT: IF THIS IS ACCURATE ACOUNT, IT POSSIBLE 
THAT CEAUSESCU DID NOT WISH RAISE SUBJECT UNTIL HE HAD 
RECEIVED FULL REPORT FROM RADULESCU WHO RETURNED BUCHAREST 
MARCH 16. 

MEEKER 

NOTE BY OC/ T: NOT PASSED CAIRO. 
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